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Images on the front cover: The black spots on rice grains are due to the damage carried out by insects with a piercing-
sucking oral apparatus at the milk stage. Such insects are representatives of the stink bugs belonging to the family
Pentatomidae. The said research was carried out at the Federal Scientific Rice Centre, Krasnodar, Russia. Full details of

the research can be found in the article published by Tumanyan et al. (2022) titled "Rice grain dark spots and their impact
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